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CMDA Members, Sponsors and Partners,

Let me say thank you to those of you who joined us at our 2023 CMDA 
Summer Meeting that took place in beautiful Amelia Island, Florida.  It 
was a fantastic meeting as has become our standard.  The Florida 
sunshine was great for everyone.

This meeting was another opportunity for us to continue to reach out 
to one another and spread the CMDA love.  I am so proud to see the 
organization continue to grow and to bring new people into our group.

With the fourth quarter being upon us, we need to close 2023 in a 
strong way and start to build momentum for 2024.  One of the best 
ways that we can do that is continuing to support each other so that 
we are all successful.

As most of you know, October serves as Hispanic Heritage Month.  So I 
will end my remarks by recognizing and saluting all of our members 
who are of Hispanic descent.  Bendiciones para todos ustedes! 
(Blessings to you all!)

Until we meet again, may you all be safe and continue to be successful!

Sincerely,
Gus Rodriguez
Gus Rodriguez

The PresidenT’s 

corner
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Words From Our 

Executive Director
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Members and Stakeholders of the Chrysler Minority Dealers Association,

This issue of our newsletter finds us back into the Fall season again.  As 
many of us who live in the Midwest know, the Fall  season is one where 
things start changing.  The leaves on the trees start changing.  The 
athletic season changes to football season.  The weather starts changing.  
For those of you with kids, even your schedule starts to change as the 
kids head back to school.

Some of that change we look forward to, some of it we do not.  That 
sounds just like the change we deal with in our professional lives as well.  
Some of it we look forward to, some of it we do not.  What makes this 
change easier to face, is if we are prepared and if we have others that 
can support us and help us weather our changing times.

We pride ourselves here within the CMDA family of having members and 
stakeholders who love to support each other and strive to make each 
other successful.  

In saying that, we will have another opportunity to lift each other up real 
soon.  We are proud to announce that our 2024 CMDA Annual Meeting 
will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada on Jan. 31st – Feb. 1st, 2024.  Our 
theme for this year’s meeting is  “Driving Diversity, Expecting 
Excellence”!  

I am looking so forward to continue my relationships with all of you and 
closing out 2023 on a high note together!

 
Mitch Mitchell
Mitch Mitchell
CMDA Executive Director
emitchell@chryslerminoritydealers.org



4



5

5

2023 CMDA Summer Meeting

August  23 – 25, 2023

Amelia Island, Florida

Summer Meeting Photo Link

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-
CMDA2023SummerMeeting

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-newgallery1/gallery
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting
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2023 CMDA Summer Meeting

August  23 – 25, 2023

Amelia Island, Florida

Summer Meeting Photo Link

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.c
om/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-newgallery1/gallery
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting
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2023 CMDA Summer Meeting

August  23 – 25, 2023

Amelia Island, Florida

Summer Meeting Photo Link

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-
CMDA2023SummerMeeting

https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-newgallery1/gallery
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting
https://timelesspresentphotos.passgallery.com/-CMDA2023SummerMeeting


SAVE THE DATE!!!

2024 CMDA Summer Meeting
January 31st – February 1st

Fontainebleau Hotel
Las Vegas, Nevada

(More Details Coming Soon!!!)
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Stellantis makes gains in 

minority dealer rooftop 

numbers

overall minority dealer rooftops increased at in the 

industry.  Stellantis sits at #2 overall

* - Information from 2022 NAMAD Census Count



CMDA Dealer Receives NAMAD 

Lifetime Achievement Award

Members in the spotlight

Jay Rivchin, Dealer Principal at S. Miami Alfa Romeo Fiat and Dadeland Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Ram received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Association of 

Minority Automobile Dealers (NAMAD)  earlier this month at NAMAD’s annual 
conference.

Jay has been in automotive retailing since 1979.  Jay became part owner of Dadeland 
Dodge in 1995 and its sole owner in 2002.  Jay continued to expand his holdings by 

acquiring his FIAT franchise in 2011 and his Alfa Romeo franchise in 2015.

Jay is extremely committed to the automotive retailing industry.  Jay is currently 
appointed as a director on the board of the National Automobile Dealers Association 
(NADA), and the National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers (NAMAD).  Jay 

also chairs NAMAD’s NextGen committee. 

Congratulations Jay, on your award and lifetime accomplishments!
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Jay Rivchin 
South Miami FIAT Alfa Romeo 

/ Dadeland CDJR



CMDA Dealer Nominated For 

2024 Time Dealer of the Year Award

Members in the spotlight

James Davis, President of Gulfgate Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram in Houston, TX has been 
nominated for the 2024 Time Dealer of the Year Award.  James was selected as a 

nominee from a population of over 16,000 dealers across the country.  

This nomination recognizes James’ successful journey in the automotive industry and 
his commitment to community service and engagement.  As a matter of fact, James 
says “the most rewarding part of my retail automotive career is when I help others 

achieve their dreams or plant a seed to allow them to dream bigger than they ever did 
before”.

James has been the owner of Gulgate since 2002 and attributes his success to one of his 
mentors who recommended him for the Gulfgate dealership and still remains a 

sounding board for him

Congratulations James on your nomination!
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James Davis
Gulfgate DCJR
Houston, TX



CMDA Partner Recognized For Commitment To Diversity

Erin Klepaski, Senior Vice President of Ally’s Sales Alliance Team and a long time 
supporter of CMDA, has been recently recognized by Automotive News as a 2023 

Champion of Diversity.

As a female in the automotive industry, Erin places a high priority on diversity.  She 
says “Seeing someone like you in the chair is valuable to a professional”.  

Erin has spearheaded Ally’s efforts to cultivate minority dealer ownership in the auto 
industry through partnerships with organizations like CMDA, that include wholesale 

and auto finance educational sessions and increasing minority dealers’ access to 
capital  in today’s market

CMDA congratulates Erin and thanks her for her continued partnership with our 
Association!

Erin Klepaski
Ally 
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* - The following pages represent an exceprt of the full study / article.   
      To read the full article please go to:    evconfusion (cdkglobal.com) 

*

https://sales.cdkglobal.com/wga.html?id=ea6e065e-c5c0-42ca-a2e0-cc2596513355&vw=s&atContextTerm=&atContextId=ea6e065e-c5c0-42ca-a2e0-cc2596513355&atSenderId=b64%7EYW5keS53YXJuZXJAY2RrLmNvbQ%3D%3D&atProspectId=emitchell%40chryslerminoritydealers.org&atChannel=OUTLOOKADDIN
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2023 Membership 

benefits

Members, please remember that our Association 
provides you with the following benefits:

• Interaction with leading OEM, vendor and other 
stakeholder executives and influencers

• A collective voice within the automotive industry and 
with automotive OEM’s and executives.  

• A viable way to network, interact and mentor with 
dealers who share similar experiences.

• Participation in business and educational meetings that 
promote ethnic minority dealers and their businesses

• The opportunity to contribute to the growth and 
development of ethnic minority dealer candidates 

• The opportunity to be a direct contributor in 
strengthening our partnership with Stellantis

DEALERS HELPING DEALERS!!!   WE NEED YOU!!!
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2023 Membership 

benefits

(Financial)

31

Additionally, CMDA members are entitled to the following financial benefits as well:

NADA Dealer Academy Minority Candidate Support – ($32,000) 
Total  funding (tuition, lodging, travel) for ten (10) ethnic minority candidates from CMDA 
dealerships to attend the NADA Dealer Academy.  This will assist in the development of 
the next generation of minority dealers in the automotive industry.

Training Support – ($10,000)
- A $10,000 reimbursement for training and operational support activities, including 20 

Group activities, Stellantis’ Performance Institute training expenses and 
Degrees@Work Program.

CMDA Member Meetings Participation Incentive – ($7,000)
- Annual attendance incentive of $3,500 for attending the CMDA Annual Meeting and 

Summer Meeting.  A total possible incentive of $7,000. 

Facility Electric Vehicle Assessment Support – (up to $5,000) 
- Reimbursement of 50% (up to $5,000) of the assessment fee for having your CMDA 

dealership assessed by Future Energy or other certified EV assessment provider 
approved by Stellantis

Dealer Association Membership / Conference Attendance – ($2,000) - New For 2023*
- An annual reimbursement of up to $2,000 for dealer association(s) membership (i.e. 

NAMAD, NADA, state dealer association,, etc.…) and/or expense for registering/ 
attending a Dealer Conference (i.e. NAMAD conference, NADA convention, etc.…).  

Charitable Event / Donation Support – ($2,000)
- An annual $2,000 reimbursement to assist CMDA members with their local charitable 

endeavors and emphasize the importance of community support.

NAMAD Membership Dues Payment – ($500)
- Membership and payment of annual dues in the National Association for Minority 

Automobile Dealers (NAMAD).   This is paid for members directly CMDA. 

Preferred Pricing – CMDA Membership
- Financial and operational benefits and preferred pricing from our sponsors



Become a CMDA  Member

Being a Chrysler Minority Dealers Association Member has its benefits.  

If you are looking to become a part of this great organization, please contact 

Mitch Mitchell, the Executive Director, 

at the CMDA office at 

(248) 687-1088  

or emitchell@chryslerminoritydealers.org 

for more information or completing a DAP-7 dealer application.
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mailto:emitchell@chryslerminoritydealers.org
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Chrysler Minority Dealers Association

101 W. Big Beaver Road, Suite 1400
Troy, MI 48084
(248) 687-1088

www.cmdassn.org



Thank You For Your Support 

of Our Association
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